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Summary 
Planning Context 
The St Lucia Campus is the main location for carrying out the university's 
mission of teaching and research. 
In the broader context of university strategic planning the aim of site 
planning is to provide sites and facilities appropriately located to provide for 
the academic, research, social and cultural aspirations of the university and 
the general community. The last decade has seen a revolution in organisation 
of higher education characterised by significant increases in student enrol-
ments, postgraduate courses research and a combination of institutional 
amalgamations and expansion. The revolution in organisation of higher 
education has happened during a time of significant regionalisation of 
universities, rapid technological advances and new ways of dealing with the 
transfer of information. 
Changing circumstances require continuous re-evaluation and refinement of 
physical needs. Variations to site development plans are a continuing process 
and require review of the site development to consider and incorporate, 
where appropriate, physical requirements for predicted program require-
ments and directives. 
St Lucia campus is a well established teaching and research institution which 
has been subjected to significant growth in enrolments and capital expansion 
during the last seven years. Modifications to the Academic Plan, new research 
initiatives, and changes to administrative sei^aces and amenities have been 
characteristic of the institutional changes. 
At times, during the evolution of the campus at St Lucia it has become 
necessary to review the site planning strategies in order to maintain logical 
growth and functioning of the university. The process of review enables the 
university to take account of the emerging forces of change and the issues 
relevant to the continued success of the site. 
The St Lucia campus is endowed with many unique features of high aesthetic 
value, but also contains areas and structures of questionable quality. 
The site planning principles and policies stated in the summary are designed 
to combine strategies for preservation of uniqueness, enhancement of the 
built environment and guidance for further development. 
Major Planning Issues 
Review of the existing St Lucia site development and the 1989 Site Develop-
ment Plan has revealed many issues which need to be considered before 
further expansion and development. Issues which emerged as critical relate 
to access, public transport, the circulation of people and vehicles, image and 
character, location of activities, open space and landscaping, land use, siting 
and design of buildings. 
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Emerging situations that have been taken into account include: 
• The Academic Core area has a limited number of sites remaining for 
new development. 
• The population and density of the campus is at a size where interpersonal 
communication and maintaining a human environment requires an 
appropriate social planning response. 
• Increasing demand for vehicle access and parking. 
• An apparent lack of legibility and lack of main entrance clarity. 
The critical issues are summarised as follows: 
• Site Utilisation 
There is a perception that the campus is crowded and has reached the 
limit of growth for the site. The concerns are mainly based on the 
apparent building congestion in the southern part of the campus, 
crowded car parks and the impact of the university on local traffic and 
the St Lucia neighbourhood. Despite these concerns, the Academic 
Core has the potential for increased development with appropriate 
massing and design of the open space. 
• Cohesion in Building Design 
The diversity of materials and architectural styles used on the facades of 
campus buildings is perceived to be a complex image. Some users of the 
campus have tended to reject this complexity, preferring to see a 
continuation of materials and style used in the original buildings 
forming the Great Court. Changes in functional requirements, new 
building technology, and prohibitive construction costs for stonework 
have tended to generate new campus architecture. 
Application of materials, colours and design form in new architecture 
needs to achieve coherence in the precincts and provide a contextual 
relationship with the overall campus form and be referenced to the 
sandstone theme of the "campus heart". 
• Access, Public Transport and On Site Parking 
Many students and staff choose not to use the public transport system to 
access the campus because it is regarded as inconvenient, slow and 
expensive. The location of the campus, several kilometres from the city 
centre and away from the city's centralised public transport system is not 
ideally situated for public transport access. Consequently the use of 
private vehicles causes a significant demand for parking on and around 
the campus. Free parking of university bound vehicles on residential 
streets around the campus is popular and has become a nuisance to local 
residents. 
• Preserving the 'Park like' Setting 
Demand for improved facilities, growth in research acti\'ities, and 
continuing expansion of buildings to accommodate student and staff 
growth can impact upon the park and open space areas of the campus. 
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The campus in a park-like setting is p romoted as a positive character 
e lement at St Lucia and users relate to this character as a un ique feature 
needing to be preserved. 
• Student and Staff Amenities 
According to user surveys the campus could be improved in a n u m b e r of 
areas such as eating facilities, more parking space, addit ional shops, 
more bicycle ways, more private study facilities and more seating areas. 
The quality and capacity of the Student Union Complex was regarded as 
in need of a complete review and upgrade . 
• Sense of Community and Identity 
Concern has been expressed by some staff and students that as the 
institution becomes larger people may tend to feel a l ienated. T h e 
evolution of the campus from the simple village to a larger u rban struc-
ture requires a framework in which development can occur that pro-
duces a measure of place, legibility, identity, flexibility, resilience and 
vitality. 
The physical environment is at a size where the scale of bui ldings and 
overall development has the potential to become impersonal ised and 
destroy interpersonal communicat ion. Quality of h u m a n interact ion and 
quality of personal environment will be influenced by the location, 
extent and design of facilities. 
Planning Principles and Key Policies 
The planning principles and key policies set out in this summary are 
illustrated in the accompanying Site Plan Maps n u m b e r 1, 3 and 4. 
Principle No.1 Concept 
The concept for the university campus is to enhance the unique built environ-
ment created by the Great Court and encircling sandstone buildings, the 
parkland setting surrounding the 'hill town like' development of the campus 
core and the close proximity to the centre of Brisbane. 
• The Great Court and the encircling sandstone buildings provide an 
important physical image and perception of the campus character . 
• Open grassed playing fields, lawns and informal es tabl ishment of 
vegetation on the river flood plain sur rounding at least two thi rds of the 
campus building core create a un ique 'park-like' setting a r o u n d a 'hill 
town' core. 
• Access to the campus is provided by public and private t ranspor t modes . 
The campus populat ion comprises a high propor t ion of private mo to r 
vehicle users, almost fifty percent . The impact of public a n d private 
modes of access needs to be assessed in context with t ranspor t systems 
within the Brisbane central area. 
Policies for the continuat ion of the concept are as follows:— 
1. Preserve the Great Court as the Campus Heart with visual and 
pedestrian links connected to the Great Court. 
2. Emphasise the 'contained hill town' character of the built form. 
3. Restrict development of the encircling parkland. 
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4. Preserve and enhance the conservation areas. 
5. Promote an increased participation on the public modes of access and 
co-ordinate with the City to develop direct links with the Central 
Business District and Suburbs. 
Principle No. 2 Development Strategy 
Development of the St Lucia campus shall achieve the optimum potential for 
the site as the setting for Queensland's premier centre of higher education. 
Potential wUl be achieved by balancing the advantages of size for efficiency in 
the organisation of teaching and research with the desire to create a high 
quality human environment with high aesthetic, functional and safety 
standards. 
The campus development has reached a stage where 'vacant' land for 
locating new activities or buildings is limited and site p lanning has become 
an exercise in spatial analysis, needs analysis and prioritising compet ing land 
uses to achieve the opt imum site utilisation. The evolution of the campus 
beyond the simple village character to a large urban structure requires a 
framework in which development can occur that produces a measure of 
place, legibility, identity, flexibility, resilience and vitality. 
Policies for development of the St Lucia campus include: 
1. Develop the site in accordance with the 'nuclear' concept with centres of 
activity located around and linked to the large 'central core' area fringed 
by the circular shaped 'main pedestrian street'. 
2. Concentrate central activities common to all staff and students within 
the larger 'central core' and along the 'main pedestrian street' located 
on the old circular drive. 
3. Preserve the existing perimeter open space for sport, general open space 
amenity and limit the spread of academic core to retain comfortable 
walking times between facilities. 
4. Encourage academic and research groupings within the various nodal 
areas defined by the 'nuclear' pattern and encourage a compactness in 
the staging of development. 
5. Create the main circulating road as a distinctive tree lined avenue. 
6. Develop the central entrance drive approach on the axis of the Forgan 
Smith tower, intersecting with Sir Fred Schonell Drive to form a focal 
point. The open space structure created by the axis will guide develop-
ment in the northern part of the campus. 
7. Provide evenly distributed car parking facilities around the periphery of 
the site with the total number of parking spaces capped at approxi-
mately 5000 cars. 
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8. Develop an interlinking open space structure that provides the limits of 
built form and determines the guidelines for development. 
9. Aim for a population of approximately 25,000 students (EFTSU) at 
St Lucia, an increase of approximately 7,500 on current EFTSU. 
Principle No. 3 Urban Design Strategy 
The campus built form shall be enhanced by development around academic 
and social precincts with urban design principles of open space, nodes, links, 
vistas, gateways, edges, paths, landmarks and focal points providing a 
structure. 
Urban Design Elements 
The campus built form shall be developed using urban design theory of 
coherence and contextual balance. Use landmarks, links, nodes , edges, gate-
ways, pathways to assist with legibility. Space between structures, height and 
massing of buildings, material selection and colours shall be carefully consid-
ered, and shall have a contextual relat ionship with the Great Court . 
Policies for urban design e lements are: 
Application of colour, material and texture on new architecture shall exhibit 
coherence and achieve a general contextual relationship with the sandstone 
theme of the campus heart. 
The major pedestrian open space links between entrances to the Academic 
Core and the Campus Heart shall have a colour and material theme linking to 
the Great Court with a consistency in streetscape character. 
Precincts 
Social subcentres have already emerged a r o u n d places to eat. T h e 'villages' 
concept of subcentres in each precinct is designed to concen t ra te amenit ies 
and facilities at strategic locations and generally at the subcentres or nodes 
that form the campus structure. 
The policy for precinct establishment is to create subcentres that enable 
social and cultural amenities to be decentralised creating a series of academic 
villages. 
Open Space 
In three dimensional terms the campus built env i ronment comprises 
enclosed and open spaces within two major spatial componen t s as follows: 
1. The academic core described as the 'hill town'. 
2. The parklands encircling the academic core incorpora t ing playing 
fields, conversation areas, carparking and services areas. 
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The relationship between these two major componen t s is impor tant to the 
image and uniqueness of the site. Within the academic core the open space 
becomes an important linking element and beha\aour setting for a variety of 
functions. Residential colleges are separated from the academic core and 
border on the open parklands. 
Policies for Open Space Development are: 
The parkland open space contributing to the unique character of the campus 
shall be preserved. 
The open space within the academic core shall be developed as a linking 
system of spaces leading to the Great Court. 
Open space between biuldrngs shall be revitalised by introducing the 
characteristics essential to achieve the transition from a campus village to a 
larger urban form. 
•^ 
View across playing fields and open space illustrates the 'hill town' character 
View across lake toward Academic Core illustrate 'park like' character 
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1 . Introduction 
1.01 Historical Background 
This is the third official re\iew of the St Lucia campus Site Development 
Plan. The original Hennessey and Hennessey plan of 1936 (Figure 1) was 
progressively revised by the Co-ordinator General's Department until the 
early 1960s (Figure 3). In 1972 a major review was undertaken (Figure 4). 
The last review occurred in 1989 (Figure 5). 
The previous plans reflect the evolution of campus planning theon- over the 
last fifty years. The transition has been from the concept of a rigid master plan 
produced as a blueprint for development over a period of time to plans that 
provide procedures, design, guidelines and a framework for cohesive develop-
ment in an environment of changing circumstances and strategies. The 
current review is intended to progress the concept of procedures, guidelines 
and a framework which allows flexibility while achieving University goals. 
1.02 Plan Purpose 
The purpose of the Site Development Plan is to ensure that the physical 
environment, both built and natural, suits the needs of its inhabitants, 
enables insdtutional goals and decisions to be realised, and helps people to 
live happily with their surroundings. The Site Development Plan becomes the 
reference to which the designers and decision making bodies can refer for 
guidance. The Plan is needed to maintain control and order in the 
incremental development of the site. 
Figure 1. Hennessy and Hennessey Plan 1936. 
The semicircular building pattern centred on the Great Court with 
riverside parkland and playing fields. 
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Figure 2. Perspective Sl<etch by Hennessey, Hennessey & Co. 
COORDINATOR-CE-VEBALS O E P A O T - U E N T 
UN ivcRsmr c f ouE:ENSLAi>ro 
ST uw;iA 
CCNERAl. LAYOUT PLAN 
Figure 3. Co-ordinator General's Department Plan 1950. 
Shows the re-orientation of the campus axis and circular drive. The 
riverside ringroad and entrance in front of Forgan Smith is emphasised. 
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EXISTING 1972 
PROPOSED 
"A great deal of emphasis waspla:. i on urban 
design concepts, requiring large capital expenditure 
over a period of time" 
" Traffic circulation was to be reorganised •-• 
closure of certain roads and the creation oj i 
ring road" 
Figure 4. The 1972 Plan. 
Shows the closure of the circular drive concept and the idea of an 
expanded outer ringroad with a central main entrance avenue. 
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Figure 5. The 1989 Illustrative Development Plan. 
A plan that dennonstrates that significant expansion of acconnmodation 
can be.achieved without expanding the acadennic core. 
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1.03 Planning Objectives 
Changing circumstances requires continuous re-evaluation and refinement of 
physical needs. Variation of the Site Development Plan is a continual process 
and this review provides an opportunity to incorporate the changes made 
since 1989. The opportunity exists at this review stage to consider and 
incorporate, where appropriate, physical requirements for predicted 
program requirements and directives. 
The objectives of this planning review are: 
1. Review and update the 1989 Site Development Plan; 
2. Analyse the success and failures of the 1989 Plan and subsequent 
building program at the social level; 
3. Carry out a Social Impact Study which would obtain feedback (by 
survey) from all User Groups to determine other parameters for future 
planning and design of buildings; 
4. Provide a clear statement of planning guidelines to direct the develop-
ment of the physical fabric of the St Lucia campus; 
5. Identify opportunities and constraints that arise from existing conditions; 
6. Re-evaluate the physical needs of the University within the wider context 
of University expansion, academic programs, research, administrative 
requirements, social and recreational requirements; 
7. Develop a strategy to achieve short term development within the context 
of longer term strategic goals and current site planning issues. 
1.04 Need for the Plan 
The plan is required for the following reasons: 
sites reserved for a particular use are subject to pressure for an alternative 
use, and these competing demands for space require resolution; 
the piecemeal provision of small scale structures need to be co-ordinated; 
a response to the changing social-behavioural patterns of the campus 
community and a need to maintain a high quality human environment; 
satisfying the needs of growth and change in the academic programs 
and research activities; 
to assist with the sequencing of future infrastructure requirements and 
to determine the limits of existing infrastructure' 
a conceptual 'visionary' plan is required for the future that guides land 
use, built form, quality of life and quality of environment; 
a guideline document is necessary for the ongoing administration, man-
agement procedures required for site preservation and maintenance; 
designated planning horizons need to be forecast; 
amendments and variations that have occurred since the last review-
need to be consolidated into one volume for easy interpretation and to 
produce a clear statement of planning guidelines. 
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1.05 Planning Methodology 
A planning methodology has been defined in broad terms and illustrated in 
Figure 6. This framework accepts that the University is in a state of continual 
change and is a dynamic not static entity. The process involves community 
consultation, combined with continual reflections and adaptation through 
regular evaluation and monitoring of all relevant planning criteria. 
Senate 
Approval 
Senate 
Approval 
Social Impact Study 
V 
Site Planning Principles 
and Policies 
'^ 
Detailed Planning 
Criteria 
^ r 
«|.>iiic;iii i ^ i a i i 
Community Consultation 
Surveys 
Public Display and 
Comment 
Needs Assessment 
Precinct Studies Precinct Community Comment 
Project Planning 
Studies 
Senate 
Approval 
User Group Comment 
Project Design 
Figure 6. Planning Process. 
The Planning Process is a continuing activity supported by monthly meetings 
of the Facilities Master Planning Committee (FMPC), specific Project or Issue 
Studies and review of the Site Development Plan as required. 
St Lucia campus is a well established teaching and research institution which 
has been subjected to significant growth in enrolments and capital expansion 
during the period 1989-1996. Modifications to the Academic Plan, new 
research initiatives, changes to administration services and amenities have 
been characteristic of the institution. 
Another characteristic that is changing include the make up of the population 
(postgraduate and undergraduate students, research staff, academic staff, 
administration staff). 
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The tactical approach taken with the preparation of this Site Development 
Plan has involved assembly of the necessary criteria for planning by methods 
as follows: 
1. An inventory and analysis of the current situation; 
2. Consultation and participation with members of the community and 
Authorities; 
3. Problem identification and needs identification. 
The planning criteria derived from the above research was summarised in 
two interim reports. The first report was a Social Impact Study. The second 
report contained an information base including existing site information, 
population and space predictions, and planning directives. 
By synthesis of the planning criteria, site planning principles and policies 
were formulated. The principles and policies were presented in a summary 
document which was circulated as a discussion paper and submitted to Senate 
for endorsement. These principles and policies provide the key strategies for 
physical planning of the St Lucia campus and are stated in the Summary. 
1.06 Scope and Limits of the Plan 
The plan focuses upon the existing St Lucia campus land. 
The plan is not intended as a blueprint, to be rigidly adhered to and system-
atically pieced together. Continuous re-evaluation and refinement should 
occur as conditions alter. 
The plan is intended to provide guidance for the development of the St Lucia 
campus to a general destination which is complementary to the University's 
Strategic Vision. 
The plan provides a framework into which the trend predictions of the 
planning horizons can be accommodated. 
1.07 Reading Hints 
The document contains background information in section 1 and 2 which 
provides a historical context and basis for the planning effort. 
Section 3 defines the current physical condition of the campus and the 
strategy for dealing with short term requirements. 
Section 4 provides a summary of long term development potential, com-
parative assessment of standards, and projected future requirements. 
Section 5 provides a set of guidelines to assist with the design and develop 
ment of the campus. 
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2. Planning and Development 1989-1996 
T h e 1989 Site Development Plan has been labelled as a plan which deals 
primarily with the physical form of the campus and provides guidelines for 
controll ing that form. The plan conveys the importance of limiting the spread 
of the Academic Core within reasonable walking distances between all 
buildings. The park like setting is acknowledged as a un ique asset to be 
preserved and enhanced . Satisfying parking demand was recognised as a major 
challenge for the site as the campus populat ion grows. Rationalisation of 
services into an efficient, economic and logical a r rangement was encouraged 
in combinat ion with overall landscape improvement and preservation of 
special features. 
Development p lanning at St Lucia cont inues to be pre-occupied with the 
shortcomings in parking, access, the piecemeal provision of small-scale 
structures, and the desire to provide for the aspirations of various specialised 
groups. 
Building development on the St Lucia campus is illustrated on Map 11. 
Major building achievements during the period 1989-1996 includes: 
General Purpose North (Stage two of the Commerce Hill four stage development) 
Two multi storey carparks 
Biological Sciences expansion 
Therapies expansion 
Forgan Smith extension 
Hawken building 
Chancellery building. 
The 1989 Plan proposed a number of development strategies not adopted 
including: 
Parking u n d e r Commerce Hill Stage Two 
Services use has been allocated above carparking at the corner of Walcott 
Street and Sir Fred Schonell Drive 
Carparking proposed between the tennis courts and the athletics track. 
New initiatives during the 1989-1996 not identified in 1989 include: 
G e h r m a n n Laboratories in the south precinct 
Warehouse , Book Repository at the co rne r of Walcott Street and Sir Fred 
Schonell Drive 
An additional rugby field has been built between the tennis courts and the 
athletics track. 
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3. 
3.01 
Current Situation 
Site 
The St Lucia campus occupies approximately 116 hectares in Brisbane's 
western suburb of St Lucia and has Queensland's largest university campus 
population. The landmark site is close to the centre of Brisbane and is 
endowered with many unique features which create a valuable cultural asset 
to the community. 
Figure 7. Campus with city centre beyond. 
The St Lucia campus is situated on a scenic bend of the Brisbane River, a 
distance of 4 kms in a direct line from the Brisbane GPO and 7 kms via 
Toowong by road. The site and proximity to the central business district is 
illustrated in Figure 7. Figure 8 shows the location of the campus in relation 
to the Brisbane central business district, other city based University of Queens-
land sites and other Brisbane universities. 
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Figure 8. Urban location map. The location of the St Lucia Campus and other 
University of Queensland sites in Brisbane and the other major city based 
Universities are illustrated above. 
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Figure 9. 1995 Air photograph of the existing campus. 
3.02 Access 
The original planning for a university campus at St Lucia recognised the 
need to provide good public access. The original idea was to build a bridge 
link to Hill End which would provide the shortest overland link to the city 
centre. Complimenting a bridge link there was to be a downstream ferry 
service. A downstream ferry service will commence this year. A bridge is still a 
topic of conversation and obviously must now be considered as part of the 
regional access strategy for the city. Ideas have been developed for a 
pedestrian and bicycle bridge crossing the river. 
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The major modes of travel connecting to the campus are described as 
follows: 
Pedestrian 
Access to and from campus and across campus is provided by a network of 
dedicated pedestrian ways and preferred and non-defined ways. Concen-
trated pedestrian activity is evident in some areas and several conflicts with 
other forms of traffic are evident around the campus. 
Bicycles 
This model has limited potential to ease the access to the campus with only a 
small percentage of commuters. The number, however, is significant enough 
to require dedicated bike ways and bike routes to and from the campus. A 
system of control for bicycle riding on campus is in place. 
Bus 
Bus services to the campus include Brisbane Transport buses, private tour 
buses and Unisafe buses and inter-campus buses. Increasing population has 
resulted in increased bus patronage, however, the bus transport system is not 
reducing the demand for private vehicle access and parking. 
Private Vehicle 
This remains a popular way of travelling to St Lucia from most parts of 
Brisbane and results in peak hour problems in the surrounding road network 
and problems finding parking on and around the campus. Regulating the 
parking of vehicles on streets near the campus is soon to be introduced by 
the Brisbane City Council. 
A large proportion of campus users travel by private motor vehicle and cause 
'peak period' congestion at road intersections near the campus. Private 
motor vehicles also create a high demand for carparking at or near the 
campus. 
Ferry 
Action has been taken to introduce downstream ferry services to the city and 
downstream as far as Hamilton. The cross river links to Dutton Park and West 
End continue to provide a convenient access mode from the south. 
Rail 
The location of the campus away from the suburban rail network limits the 
use of this mode and involves a bus connection or a long walk to reach the 
campus. 
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3.03 Land Conditions 
The site has a wide flood plain area sweeping around the north-east and 
south sides. The flood plain area has become a significant passive and active 
recreation area with a 'park like' image that has become an important 
physical asset tot he campus. The site rises from the river flood plain to a 
knoll which is at the east end of a ridge connecting back to Ironside. A small 
ridge on the southern side of the knoll is separated by a gully leading to the 
lakes area. Along the ridge from the south side of the campus back to 
Ironside are naturally occurring eucalyptus, remnants of the original forest 
providing a reminder of the original landscape. The low southern ridge is 
occupied by a number of residential colleges with the gully (original Carmody 
Creek) providing a natural dividing buffer between the academic area. 
The original knoll has been levelled for the sandstone clad buildings forming 
an impressive central court known as the Great Court. A symbolic main 
entrance and front to the campus is formed by the open space to the north 
which extends to the river. The area forming foreground to the Forgan 
Smith building. Central Library and Mayne Hall is known as the front lawn. 
Incremental development has extended building coverage of the site. The 
terrain created by the initial large scale excavation of the high knoll include 
the plateau formed for the original sandstone clad buildings and Great 
Court, slopes to sweeping lavms and the fill and levelled swamps and creek 
gullies in the flood plain surrounding the core building area. 
Changed surface conditions can be interpreted to some extend by comparing 
current contour information with early maps and photographs of the site. An 
'old St Lucia' map 1823-1933 (Figure 10) shows early settiement patterns for 
farming with the original watercourses and swamps. Detailed Surveys and 
Geotechnical Reports are continually being done for various parts of the site 
providing additional information. 
Excavation and filling has changed the original surface soil conditions. The 
removal of topsoil layers from the knoll has made it difficult to establish and 
maintain landscaping. Much of the loamy river silts that exist on the flood 
plain lie buried under subsoil and rubble excavated from the knoll. See 
Figure 11. 
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Figure 10. Old St Lucia map. 
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Figure 11. Campus land profiles. 
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3.04 Geology 
Subground conditions are recorded in E.V. Robinson's Geological notes. The 
notes record the type and sequence of underlying rock foundations. 
Figure 12 illustrated the five different geological formations that exist wdthin 
the total St Lucia site area with two of these formations, the St Lucia poly-
metamorphics and Brisbane tuff, providing a solid foundation material 
suitable for general academic building. The older metamorphic rock con-
ditions are more easily excavated for building purposes and provide 
acceptable foundation conditions. On the other hand, Brisbane tuff provides 
difficult rock conditions for major excavations. Soils over rock foundations 
remaining after bulk site excavations and levelling are described as shallow 
leached soils of general podsol type of low nutrient status. Alluvial soils 
occurring in the lower level areas adjacent to the river are flood plain 
deposits of high nutrient status. Generally, underground water reserves are 
not evident. 
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Figure 12. Geological conditions. 
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3.05 Vegetation 
The history of the site's vegetation is recorded in Landscape Notes and 
earlier site Planning Studies. Prior to European settiement the site's natural 
vegetation is said to consist of 'an open Eucalyptus forest on the higher 
ground, with an approach to rainforest along the well drained gullies and 
paperbark ti-trees forests on the plains subject to periodic flooding'. 
In the 1860s pioneer settiers cleared the land between Carmody Road and the 
river to the north-east. Refer Figure 13. Remnants of the Eucalypt forest remain 
and provide one of the landscape themes for the existing development. 
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Figure 13. Original cleared land and Eucalyptus forest with original Carmody 
Road line. 
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Establishment of the University over the last 50 years has resulted in 
significant re-vegetation of the cleared land. The overall 'park like' setting 
has been created by combining areas of dense tropical planting with open 
lawn areas, with clumps of tree planting and gardens created throughout the 
core building area. 
Significant elements emerging, illustrated in Map 10, include: 
• Jacaranda avenue 
B Alumni Teaching Gardens 
• River edge mangroves, native trees and shrubs 
• Vegetation around the lakes 
• Buffer zone vegetation between the academic core and residential 
collea^es 
• Elements of heritage significance. 
^£^^A£&.<£<a^i^KlS£^'<,^^-r..^te,<ak«««X^^<££ii&^ 
Figure 14. Jacaranda Avenue. 
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3.06 Land and Ownership 
Development on the St Lucia campus has spread to the extent that available 
development space is no longer easily defined. The control of land use on 
the campus has followed the general principles established by the 1989 Site 
Development Plan. Pressure is increasing on certain parts of the campus 
where alternative land use proposals have been made. The University 
continues to exert an influence over a large part of the residential area 
surrounding the campus as an owner and user of numerous residential 
properties. 
The current land ownership is divided into several land parcels which 
collectively are defined as: 
The main campus land zoned Special Use University. 
(This is an area of 116.06 hectares including 1.59 hectares leased to CSIRO 
and 19.06 hectares occupied by residential colleges). 
This land is in several parcels and described as follows: 
University 
Lot 382 on SL 6788 
Lot 389 on SL 7528 
Lot 335 on SL 3987 
Lot 357 on SL 5549 
Lot 1 on RP 123761 
Lot 367 on SL 5786 
Lot 2 on RP 77354 
Lot 3 on RP 77354 
Lot 4 on RP 77354 
Lot 1 on RP 77354 
CSIRO 
Lot 1 on RP 98467 
Lot 2 on RP 96392 
Ha 
74.3103 
2.44 
5.7013 
5.5290 
4.2735 
2.0421 
.0708 
.0711 
.0819 
.1566 
94.6766 
1.4164 
.1740 
1.5904 
Colleges and Residence Ha 
forVC 
Lot 6 on RP 85431 
Lot 6 on RP 113886 
Lot 8 on RP 116904 
Lot 3 on RP 85432 
Lot 2 on RP 85432 
Lot 1 on RP 85432 
Lot 2 on RP 123761 
Lot 1 on RP 96392 
Lot 152 on RP 23324 1 
Lot 150 on RP 23324 
Lot 151 on RP 23324-
Lot 149 on RP 23324 
Lot 148 on RP 23324 
Lot 93 to 119 on RP 2; 
Lot 333 on SL 3872 
Lot 1 on SL 11899 
Lot 135 on SL6373 
Lot 4 on RP 85432 
2.813 
2.967 
1.33 
2.377 
1.712 
2.427 
.7193 
.1619 
.086 
.043 
.043 
3324 1.252 
0.26 
.3047 
.6877 
2.614 
19.7967 
The University owns a number of freehold properties around the campus 
the most significant land holdings being the residential A parcels in the area 
bounded by Upland Road, Picardy Street, Dell Road and Carmody Street. 
Eight residential properties in this area have been purchased since 1989. The 
University now owns 28 of the 41 properties in this area. 
Zoning and ownership in St Lucia is shown in Map 30. 
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3.07 Campus Land Use 
The main campus zoned as Special Uses (University) is divided internally into 
eight types of land use as described and illustrated in Figure 15. 
I ACADEMIC CORE 
II SPECIAL USES 
RESDDENTSAL 
SERVICES 
ACTIVE OPEN SPACE 
PASSIVE OPEN SPACE 
'^ 1 CAR PARKING 
D ROADS 
Figure 15. Existing land use. 
The land allocation to each of these uses is tabulated in Table 1 below: 
Table 1: Existing land use areas 
Land Use 
Academic core 
Residential (Colleges and VC residence) 
Special Uses (CSIRO) 
Services (P & F Garage, Book Repository) 
Active Open Space 
Passive Open Space 
Carparking 
Roads 
Hectares 
36.10 
19.8 
1.59 
1.24 
22.00 
20.20 
7.33 
7.78 
Percentage 
of campus 
31.4% 
17.1% 
1.4% 
1.1% 
19% 
17.4% 
6.3% 
6.7% 
36 The University of Queensland — Site Development Plan 1996 
3.08 Space and Density 
Space in universities is commonly measured in terms of Site Area, Gross 
Floor Area (GFA), and Useable Floor Area (UFA). These three descriptions 
of space are broken down into a variety of specific functional spaces. The Site 
Area at St Lucia campus is divided into land uses as mentioned in the 
previous section. 
Intensity of development in the Academic Core has been analysed and is 
recorded in terms of Plot Ratio. Plot Ratio being the ratio of gross floor area 
of buildings to land area within the academic core. 
Plot Ratio (PR) = Gross Floor Area (GFA) 
Academic Core Area (36.1 ha) 
The Academic Core has been broken down into 16 sub-zones for the purpose 
of analysing Plot Ratio as illustrated in Figure 16. 
The analysis of the existing GFA and PR provides an assessment of existing 
development zone by zone. Built from modelling of the future buildings and 
use of PR values provide a means of development control by comparing the 
density of proposed development with current densities. 
The Plot Ratio in 1996 for the campus Academic Core is summarised in 
Table 2. In 1989 a potential PR for a fully developed campus was proposed as 
1.31. The PR forecasted in this review remains at 1.31 and suggests the 
potential floor area increase is approximately 100,000 m-. 
Figure 16. Plot ratio sub-zone map. 
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Table 2: 1995 Subprecinct Plot Ratio Analysis 
No Name 
P1 Forgan Smith 
P2 Steele 
P3 Physics 
P4 Goddard 
P5 Mayne Hall 
Central Library 
P7 Union Road 
P8 Student Union 
P9 Lakeside 
P10 Engineering 
P11 Science 
PI2 West Side 
PI3 Commerce Hall 
PI4 Cooper Road 
PI5 Research Road 
PI6 Mill Road 
Total 
1995 Sub-zone Plot Ratio Analysis 
Precinct 
Area 
21,430 
11,920 
11,860 
8,040 
10,550 
8,240 
31,380 
20,260 
23,120 
24,200 
29,450 
31,400 
19,810 
12,950 
5,220 
12,010 
281,840 
Existing 
GFA 
26,501 
8,619 
8,966 
8,540 
5,300 
7,278 
21,829 
13,842 
11,331 
31,748 
44,148 
28,407 
17,044 
15,915 
10,019 
0 
259,487 
Exisitng 
PR 
1.24 
0.72 
0.76 
1.06 
0.50 
0.88 
0.70 
0.68 
0.49 
1.31 
1.50 
0.90 
0.86 
1.23 
1.92 
0.00 
0.93 
Available 
GFA 
2,000 
7,867 
2,600 
0 
1,600 
7,000 
11,060 
2,250 
17,990 
12,180 
1,570 
-71 
6,400 
11,960 
0 
15,000 
99,406 
Potential 
GFA 
28,500 
16,490 
11,570 
8,540 
6,900 
14,280 
32,890 
16,090 
29,320 
43,930 
45,720 
28,410 
23,440 
27,870 
19,020 
15,000 
367,970 
Potential 
PR 
1.33 
1.38 
0.98 
1.06 
0.65 
1.73 
1.05 
0,79 
1.27 
1.82 
1.55 
0.90 
1.18 
2.15 
1.95 
1.25 
1.31 
Plot Ratio cannot be used lone in determining capacity. The density of 
development and the relationship of internal to external space is vital to the 
creation of a pleasant environment. Recognised university campus density 
standards are provided as follows: 
High Density 3.5 average no of floors and 35% site coverage 
Medium Density 2.5 average no of floors and 35% site coverage 
Low Density 2.0 average no of floors and 35% site coverage 
By comparison with three other major Australian university campuses the 
St Lucia campus is deemed to be a high density campus. 
Table 3: Comparison of existing major Australian campuses 
University of Melbourne 
Queensland University 
(St Lucia) (Parkville) 
Area of academic core ha 36.10 ha 21.6 ha 
Site coverage of academic core 26% 26% 
Average storeys above ground 3.00 3.20 
Plot ratio of academic core 0.93 1.29 
Area of whole campus ha 115.67 ha 28.1 ha 
Area of dedicated sporting facilities 42.20 ha 6.5 ha 
La Trobe 
University 
(Main 
Campus) 
16.70 ha 
.33% 
2.50 
0.80 
190.00 ha 
36.50 ha 
Monash 
University 
(Main 
Campus) 
34.60ha 
33% 
2.50 
0.80 
111.30 ha 
38.80 ha 
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3.09 Floor Area 
Building Expansion at the St Lucia campus has increased both Useable Floor 
Area (UFA) and Gross Floor Area (GFA). Gross Floor Area is defined as the 
sum of the fully enclosed covered area and unenclosed covered area of a 
building. 
Floor area m^ per Equivalent Full Time Student Unit (EFTSU) is normally 
used to provide a measure of space standard although it is recognised that the 
changing characteristics of teaching methods and university functions have an 
impact on standards. The standard can be used as a guide to determine 
appropriate space requirements by the university's own experiences or by 
comparison with other universities. 
UFA, GFA, (UFA/EFTSU) m^ and (GFA/EFTSU) m2 at the St Lucia campus 
has been recorded in Table 4. The trend indicates an improved efficiency in 
the ratio of gross to useable floor area. 
Table 4: Floor Area Comparative Analysis 
Year 
1972 
1988 
1989 
1995 
GFAm2 
240,421 
259,487 
UFAm2 
83,719 
155,003 
154,965 
183,122 
EFTSU 
13,560 
14,801 
14,200 
17,250 
Space 
Standard 
(UFA/EFTSU) m2 
6.16 
10.46 
10.91 
10.62 
Space 
Standard 
(GFA/EFTSU) m2 
16.93 
15.04 
In the 1989 Site Development Plan a space standard of 10.46 m^ UFA/ 
EFTSU was recorded. This was compared with the ideal standard of 13.30 m^ 
UFA/EFTSU adopted by Monash and LaTrobe universities. 
Table 5: Comparative Analysis UFA/EFTSU St Lucia Campus 
1972 
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS UFA/EFTSU 
ST LUCIA CAMPUS 
1988 1989 1995 
SPACE STANDARD 
(UFA/EFTSU)m2 
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By 2000 EFTSU projections are 19,000-19,500. To maintain current standards 
the University needs to add between 10,000 m^ and 15,000 m^ to the existing 
UFA. 
UFA expansion that will be developed in the next five years includes: 
Table 6: UFA expansion for the next five years 
UFA GFA 
General Purpose South 
Chemical Engineering Extension 
Warehouse Book Repository 
6,150 
510 
7,155 
10,100 
750 
7,769 
3.10 Future Expansion 
Developments that have been proposed include: 
Table 7: Proposed developments 
Proposal 
Glass Centre 
Student Housing 
MPEC 
Human Movements/UQ Sport 
Technology Transfer Park 
GENOME Centre 
Conference Centre 
UFA 
3,000 
2,000 
8,500 
700 
40,000 
5,700 
7,500 
GFA 
2,500 
3,000 
10,000 
1,000 
50,000 
8,000 
9,000 
40 The University of Queensland — Site Development Plan 1995 
4. Future Projections 
4.01 Assumptions 
Students 
The student load at the St Lucia campus for 1995 is recorded as 17,250 
EFTSU which is approximately 82% of the University campuses total of 
20,931 EFTSU. 
The Strategic Plan for the University sets out a number of goals and objectives 
relating to the student population. An overall target for the University as a 
combined (all campuses) target has been set for the year 2000 as follows: 
25,000 EFTSU (all campuses) 
priority for growth in postgraduate programs (particularly PhD) 
postgraduate research 11 % of EFTSU 
postgraduate course work 9% of EFTSU 
proportion of first degree graduates proceeding to 
further full time studay 35% of EFTSU 
(international students to be 5% of total enrolments) 
By the year 2000 EFTSU at St Lucia is forecast to be between 19,000 and 
19,500. 
Staff 1995 Levels 
5,175 total (4,900 FTE including casual staff) 
1,571 teaching and research (1,502 FTE including casual staff) 
968 staff in research positions (842 FTE including casual staff) 
Academic Context 
The St Lucia campus is the University's major centre with a presence from all 
seven (newly formed) faculties. Each faculty comprises groups formed from 
the previous structure of departments which continue as the basic teaching 
and research unit, plus related schools, research centres or other specialised 
facilities. Fourteen schools are to be formed which vrill give a particular focus 
or identity in professional areas. 
The new faculty structure is: 
Arts 
Biological and Chemical Sciences 
Business, Economics and Law 
Engineering, Physical Sciences and Architecture 
Health Sciences 
Natural Resources, Agriculture and Veterinary Science 
Social and Behavioural Sciences 
Impact of this recent structure on the Site Plan for St Lucia has not been 
analysed, however, indications are that no significant changes to location of 
activities is likely in the short term. 
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Research 
The Universitv has stratesric goals to become a world class research based 
institution supporting other University centres. The demand for research 
space is expected to continue and integration of research activity within the 
Academic Core is a requirement of this plan. Large 'research park' initiatives 
need to look to alternative locations. 
Social 
The restructurinsf of hisrher education in Australian Universities during the 
early 1990s has led to a significant growth in participation in higher education, 
a trend towards higher ratios of postgraduate students and overseas students. 
These changes, combined with increased research activity, have impacted on 
the St Lucia campus with significant campus development. 
The social changes are producing a more mature and mobile community. 
These changes impact on the type of social meeting and gathering space 
desired and facilities for dining, leisure and recreation. 
The ever increasing car ownership and reliance on private motor vehicle for 
access is a social issue to be dealt with by the campus. 
Sport and Recreation 
The University of Queensland Sports and Physical Recreation Association 
(L'Q Sport) has plans to upgrade most of the sports facilities on the campus. 
The major proposal is to develop a new multi purpose indoor stadium. Other 
proposals are generally aimed at developing higher quality facilities (eg, 
synthetic running track, centre court, artificial hockey field). The impact of 
these developments will be a great improvement to facilities and potentially 
an increased use of the campus for major events. 
In site planning terms the improvements will require an appropriate upgrading 
of infrastructure and capacity of facilities such as roads and carparking. 
Figure 17. Gathering at 'Wordsmiths'. 
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4.02 Space Standards 
Space standards are used to define an acceptable functional area and are 
used to ascertain space requirements. The potential yield in terms of student 
numbers can be determined. This figure is defined as the Campus Carrying 
Capacity. 
It is not intended to develop a theoretical model for the ultimate development 
at St Lucia. What is intended in this document is to provide the University with 
guidance by comparative analysis. 
The analysis of Plot Ratio and UFA/EFTSUm- provides two important 
characteristics of site utilisation. 
1. Plot Ratio 
This provides a control for developing the total floor area of the campus 
to a pre-determined capacity. 
2. (UFA/EFTSU) m^ 
This is the unit of the space standard that exists in terms of floor area 
per student. 
Any decision to increase the student load of the campus can be assessed 
in useable floor area terms and space added to maintain the standard. 
The current and future capacity of the campus is analysed in the 
following table. 
Table 8: UFA Projection 
GFA 
PR 
UFA 
Students (EFTSU) @ 10.62m2 
Students (EFTSU) @ 13.30m2 
1995 
Capacity 
259,487m2 
.93 
183,122m2 
17,250 
— 
Long term 
Capacity 
367,970m2 
1.31 
257,579m2 
24,000 
19,500 
Growth 
Potential 
108,483m2 
.38 
76,000m2 
6,000 
2,250 
4.03 Carrying Capacity 
The Campus Carrying Capacity can be increased in a number of ways, for 
example: 
1. Increase utilisation of existing facilities by increasing campus opening 
hours. 
2. Increase the Floor Area. 
3. Change modes of delivery of teaching to reduce UFA requirements. 
Increased Floor Area can be achieved within the Academic Core as follows: 
UFAm2 
10,000 
5,000 
7,000 
10,000 
10,000 
8,000 
3,000 
3,000 
Open sites (some carparking included) 
South of Molecular Biosciences Building 
South of Axon Building 
East of Hawken and Axon Buildings (GP South) 
Commerce Hill 
Hartley Teakle Knoll 
Union Road 
South of Skerman Building 
'Signature' building 
56,000 
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Redevelopment Sites 
• Engineering Precinct 10,500 
• Prentice Building 5,500 
• TEI/Credit Union 1,500 
• Connell Building, Education Annex, Chaplaincy, 
Sports Medicine, UQ Sport 6,000 
• West of Hartiey Teakle, Glasshouses 5,000 
• West of Therapies Anatomy, Garage, 
Maintenance Compound 8,000 
36,500 
Extensions 
Central Library 7,000 
Biological Sciences Library 1,600 
Forgan Smith (roof) 2,000 
Mining and Metallurgical Engineering 1,300 
Mechanical Engineering 1,200 
Schonell and Cement Box 750 
Steele Building 2,800 
Skerman and others? 
Physiology and Pharmacology 
Zelman Cowen Annex 600 
17,250 m2 9 
Total Academic Core area expansion 109,750 m^ 
Car Parks 
• Union Road 450 cars 
• Conifer Knoll 400 cars 
Future Possibility 
A Hawken Drive Precinct, if rezoned and incorporated in the campus, could 
yield a UFA of approximately 25,000 m^ and potentially include car parking 
for 800 cars. 
SUMMARY 
The Capital Works program planned for the next five years compared with 
least optimistic student growth will see a reduction in the space standard. 
1989 was a peak of 10.91 space standard for the campus measured in m^ 
UFA/EFTSU. This level has declined slightly during the past six years. 
By maintaining the current space standard of 10.62m- and developing to the 
maximum Plot Ratio of 1.31 the capacity of the campus is 24,000 EFTSU or a 
growth of 6,000. Improving the space standard to reach the ideal of 13.30m2 
while expanding the full Plot Ratio would result in a growth potential of 
1,500 and a maximum Carrying Capacity of 19,500 EFTSU. 
With changing methodology for the transfer of education and new space 
management initiatives space standards and carrying capacity cannot be 
prescriptive. 
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5. Development Guidelines 
The formulation of development guidelines for the St Lucia campus is based 
upon a long term vision for the urban form. The guidelines define the 
essential structural features of the campus that perpetuate th rough cycles of 
development. 
The vision is in tended to be realised by achieving the following objectives: 
• Create spatial opportunit ies by utilising open space planning in 
conjunction with building planning. 
• Delineation of structural features to guide the development of the 
campus. 
• Maintain the important character expressed by the 'park-like' setting, 
the Great Court and buildings forming the court, and the academic 
core. 
The three major principles established for guidance of the physical develop-
ment defined previously in the Summary are stated as follows: 
Principle 1: Concept 
The concept for the University campus is to enhance the unique built 
environment created by the Great Court and encircling sandstone building, 
the parkland setting surrounding the 'hUl town like' development of the 
campus core and the close proximity to the centre of Brisbane. 
Principle 2: Development Strategy 
Development of the St Lucia campus shall achieve the optimum potential for 
the site as the setting for Queensland's premier centre of higher education. 
Full potential will be achieved by balancing the advantages of size for 
efficiency in the organisation of teaching and research with the desire to 
create a high quality human environment with high aesthetic, functional and 
safety standards. 
Principle 3: Urban Design Strategy 
The campus built form shall be enhanced by development aroiuid academic 
and social precincts with urban design principles of open space, nodes, links, 
vistas, gateways, edges, paths, landmarks and focal points providing a 
structure. 
The guidelines that have been selected for the St Lucia campus shall be 
incorporated as part of any development proposal brief. Projects being 
considered for the St Lucia campus shall be assessed for conformity with the 
guidelines. 
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Guideline No. 1 Campus Land 
The campus land to be controlled by this plan is defined as land zoned under 
the City of Brisbane Town Plan as 'Special Uses/University'. Campus land 
includes land owned and leased by CoDeges and leased by CSIRO. The 
campus land does not include other freehold parcels in St Lucia owned by 
the University. 
CS 
UQ CAMPUS 
UQ OWNED 
(NON CAMPUS) 
PUBLIC RECREATION 
OPEN SPACE 
Figure 18. Campus land. 
The City of Brisbane Town Plan 'Special Use' zoning is land zoned for a 
particular activity which is specified (i.e.. University) and permits facihties to 
be established on the land that are used for the activities or are ancillary to 
those activities. 
Land acquisition 
Beyond the boundary of campus land in St Lucia there exists numerous 
properties purchased by the University over the last 20 years. The acquisition 
policy to purchase land in the Upland Road, Hawken Drive, Picardy Street, 
and Dell Road for future use by the University is appropriate to provide 
opportunities for long range options planning. 
Expansion of campus land to include additional properties owned by the 
University is not considered necessary at this stage of development. On the 
assumption that the Hawken Drive precinct land will need to be rezoned, the 
University should continue to secure complete or substantial (over 90%) 
ownership of property in the precinct prior to rezoning application. 
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Figure 24 Hawken Drive approach to campus 
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Guideline No. 2 Land Use 
Land use shall comply with the intent of the Planning Principles. Location of 
activities and facilities shall be controlled in accordance with the Land Use 
Strategy (map) and the schedule. 
Table 9: Land Use Schedule 
Land Use Schedule 
Description 
Active Open Space 
Passive Open Space 
Conservation Areas/ 
Buffer Zones 
Academic Core 
Residential 
Carparking 
Special Use 
Services 
Permitted 
• Sports fields and facilities with ancillary 
amenities 
• Maintained general parkland 
• Entertainment 
• Carparking 
• Maintained general parkland 
• Flora and Fauna reserves 
• Walking and sitting in designated areas 
• Academic and Research Functions 
• Administration Support 
• Sen/ices 
• Central Facilities and Amenities 
• Carparking 
• Residential Colleges 
• Student and Staff Residences 
• Residents carparking 
• Surface and structured carparking 
• Ancillary or compatible to University use 
• Printery, Garage, Property and Facilities, 
Warehouse etc. 
Prohibited 
• Major buildings 
• Buildings 
• Buildings 
• Sports facilities 
• Entertainment 
• Residential 
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Guideline No. 3 Access and Circulation 
Principles of the Concept and Development Strategy are dependent on 
providing convenient and safe access. 
Circulation of vehicles, pedestrians and bicycles around the campus needs to 
be segregated or regulated for safety. Circulation routes need to be organised 
in a legible and orderly manner facilitating wayfinding and desire lines for all. 
• Access 
Enhance the facilities on campus for convenient public bus transport 
links to the city centre and the metropolitan area. 
Increase the public modes of access and links with the city centre. 
Coordinate vrith Brisbane Transport and Brisbane City Council to 
improve access alternative links with the campus including roads, paths, 
river transport and bus. 
• Cars 
Maintain the system of roads providing a main circulating 'avenue' ring 
road with a subsystem of access ways, or 'fingers' for vehicles entering 
and leaving the campus for parking, deliveries, refuse removal, security 
and emergency services. 
• Pedestrian 
The Academic core is primarily a pedestrian zone and pedestrianisation 
of open space shall be a priority. The pedestrian circulation system shall 
be structured with a 'main circular street' encircling the central core. 
The central core shall be traversed by a system of major and minor 
paths. 
Beyond the central core a system of paths shall form radiating 'spokes' 
linking entrance points to the main pedestrian street and providing an 
orientation towards the central core, particularly the 'heart' of the 
campus which is defined by the Great Court. A concentric path network 
beyond the 'main circular street' shall link the 'radiating spokes'. 
• Bicycles 
The vehicle road system and the pedestrian path system are marked by 
signs where bicycling is prohibited. Where no signs exist cyclists are 
permitted to share the road. Cycling is prohibited on pedestrian paths. 
Bicycle routes exist beyond the campus boundary at Macquarie Street 
and Upland Road. The Bicycle Plan shows bicycle access and where 
bicycles can be parked. Shower/change facilities for cyclists are to be 
provided in the next major building. 
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• Service and Emergency Vehicles 
Vehicular access within the campus is unrestricted on the road network 
with some off road areas accessible to vehicular traffic for goods deliv-
eries, refuse collection, security vehicles, and emergency services. In 
addition to the road system throughout the campus, a supplementary 
network for service access needs to be maintained. 
Despite the pedestrianisation of large areas of the campus, pedestrian 
and bicycle routes must also allow access for emergency vehicles 
throughout the campus. Fire brigade vehicles must have access to two 
sides of all buildings. 
• Buses 
Buses servicing the campus include the following: 
(i) Brisbane Transport services terminating or stopping on campus 
(ii) Brisbane Transport services operating external to the campus 
(iii) Private buses for tours and visiting groups 
(iv) Unisafe buses 
(v) Inter-campus bus service. 
Brisbane Transport services to and from campus are predominantly city 
bound, with other services to the Indooroopilly, Kenmore and Chapel 
Hill area. One other service runs infrequently to Carindale via 
Indooroopilly, Graceville, Fairfield, Coorparoo and Camp Hill. 
Brisbane Transport have recentiy increased the level of service to the 
University with additional express services between the City and the 
University, a shuttie service between the University and Toowong and 
additional services to Indooroopilly. 
The additional services to Toowong and Indooroopilly have improved 
the bus/rail transport mode. 
Continued improvement of services external to the campus will 
encourage a greater demand for connecting bus and ferry services. 
Use of private buses is mainly for tours and group activities. This type of 
service is acknowledged as a part of the general bus system and provision 
of space on campus for set dovm and pick up is required. The campus 
Safety bus is a joint initiative by the University Union and the University 
and operates a local service to specific places in and around campus 
during the evening, Monday to Friday. 
• Ferry 
Action has been taken to introduce downstream ferry services to the City 
and downstream as far as Hamilton. The cross river links to Dutton Park 
and West End continue to provide a convenient access mode from the 
southern suburbs. 
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• Safe Access 
The campus has a network of designated safe routes for movement 
around campus at night. Security callpoints are located on the designated 
safe routes at strategic locations around campus. These initiatives and 
other concepts of 'defensible space' design shall be used. 
• Access for people wi th disabilities 
The Academic Core is a complex arrangement of buildings and outdoor 
spaces built on land that varies in gradient from the level plateau of the 
historic core to steep grades falling to the river flood plain. Buildings 
and transport linkages are not all ideally arranged for disabled access. 
The campus and buildings are continually being improved with the 
assistance of the Disability unit. Development opportunities that can 
improve the mobilit}' shall be used including vertical transport systems 
and linking buildings by common strata connection. 
Figure 19. CityCat ferry at The University of Queensland terminal. 
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Guideline No. 4 
Vehicle Access and Parking 
Movement mto the campus from the greater Brisbane region and particularly 
through the St Lucia neighbourhood shall be a joint University and Brisbane 
City planning strategy. 
Parking on campus needs to be provided in a way that avoids traffic hazards 
and traffic congestion. Parking needs to be distributed evenly around the 
Academic Core and avoid an over concentration of parking in any one area. 
Sites and volumes of car parking in multi-storey car park structures 
recommended in this guideline are intended to maintain a limited supply of 
parking distributed around the campus. Special parking is provided for 
public transport vehicles, delivery vehicles, motorcycles, vehicles used by 
persons with disabilities and persons officially visiting the University. 
Parking and regulations are set out in Statute No . 46 and Design Standard 
PF33 provides construction guidance. 
Vehicle Access 
• Aim to eliminate intersection congestion on Sir Fred Schonell Drive by a 
jo in t Brisbane City Council and University initiative at the Coleridge 
Street roundabout . 
• Provide incentives for private vehicle users to 'car pool ' . 
• Aim to improve the bus stop facihties on campus. 
Parking 
Car parking on campus and the comparative ratio of parking spaces pe r 
EFTSU is given in the table below. No additional car parking is proposed in 
the current capital managemen t plan and a predict ion of the ratio parking 
space/EFTSU by the year 2001 is made in the table. 
Table 10: Carparking Comparative Analysis 
Parking space 
EFTSU 
Ratio parking space/EFTSU 
1989 
4,249 
14,801 
0.27 
1996 
4,850 
17,250 
0.28 
2001 
(projections) 
Min 
4,850 
19,000 
0.26 
Max 
5,000 
19,500 
0.25 
Approximately 12,000 parking permits have been issued in 1996. 
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Figure 20. Roadway reservation hierarchy. 
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Guideline No. 5 Natural Features 
Natural features of the St Lucia site need to be carefully observed when 
orienting a new building and forming a new enclosure of outdoor space. 
Flooding 
Most of the parkland open space is flood prone. The campus has experienced 
the impact of flooding during 1974 and flood records of that event have been 
taken. 
For guidance of development and deciding building floor levels reference is 
made to the 1974 records and the calculated reduction to 1974 levels taking 
into consideration the construction of the Wivenhoe Dam. The level used for 
design guidance is referred to as the QlOO level and is the anticipated post 
Wivenhoe level. 
Solar Orientation 
The axis of the Forgan Smith Tower is approximately 16.5° west of true north 
and the long elevation of the building runs generally east west. Placement of 
long elevations in a general east west direction will reduce headoad on air 
conditioning. 
The winter solstice angle results in reduced sunlight penetration into the 
Academic Core. 
A shade/shadow analysis of all new building projects shall be submitted for 
review during the site planning stage of design. 
No overshadowing during winter shall occur in the following locations: 
Great Court 
Biological Sciences/Library forecourt 
Union courtyards 
Glasshouses 
Space between JD Story (Administration) Building and Brian Wilson 
Chancellery building forecourts 
Staff House lawns and terraces 
Kindergartens and child minding centres and play areas 
Summer sunshine in outdoor space shall be controlled by the use of land-
scape screens such as trees or shade structures. 
Prevailing breezes 
The placement of buildings and location of exhaust stacks shall recognise the 
cooling and ventilating breezes during summer are from the north east and 
south east. Cold winds during winter months are from the west. 
Outdoor activity areas should be located to take advantage of the cooling 
breezes in summer and be protected from the cold winter breezes. 
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Grading and Drainage 
The major built up area of the campus is centred around the Great Court 
which is on a plateau found by levelling the original natural occurring knoll 
at the end of a low spur extending into the campus from Hawken Drive to 
the west. Land slopes away from the plateau to the river floodplain area. The 
western catchment area flows to the river via pipes following the original 
natural watercourse. The southern catchment area flows to the lakes along 
the course of the original Carmody Creek. The natural watersheds sloping 
away from the plateau and the natural watercourses accommodate the storm-
water surface runoff and gravity drainage systems. 
The grade change on campus and the expanse of major buildings creates 
difficulty for maintaining floor relationships between buildings and convenient 
horizontal circulation. A strategy of vertical transport combined with overhead 
links and ramps shall improve the linkage. 
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Guideline No. 6 Built Form 
The campus is at an advanced stage of development and a number of built 
form elements combine to produce the character of the built environment. 
Certain character forming elements contribute to a uniqueness and quality of 
built environment that need to be preserved whilst other elements have a 
negative impact and need repair. 
These Site Development Plan guidelines regarding built form are generalised 
statements. Any proposed development of space and buildings that change 
the existing built form shall be subjected to a precinct study. The precinct 
study shall examine characteristics of built form that connect space and 
buildings. This study wUl require an analysis of context, character, massing, 
scale, rhythms, proportion, textures, colours, circulation systems and 
architectural expression. 
The main guide for the built form of the campus is to reinforce the e lements 
giving rise to uniqueness and quality. These elements are defined as follows: 
• The 'Hill Town' form of the Academic Core 
• The open parkland with playing fields sur rounding the 'Hill Town' 
• The 'Hear t ' of the campus created by the Great Cour t together with 
encircling cloisters and sandstone buildings 
• The river edge 
Values and meanings of the University are often perceived from the physical 
elements and these are the principle elements that cont r ibute to the percep-
tion of a high quality campus environment. Therefore the deve lopment of 
the St Lucia campus shall exhibit a continuity of order , pat tern , rhythm a n d 
balance created by the principle elements. 
Form of Buildings 
Groups of buildings, as well as individual buildings, have the potential to 
express a set of values when they can be clearly viewed as a composi te whole. 
The values expressed become clearer when the form is continually reinforced 
by each building. The contained 'Hill Town' form of the Academic Core 
shall be reinforced in new developments. Map 5, illustrating sectional 
elevations through the campus, depicts the 'Hill Towm' form. 
The existing overall character of the core area produces a complex image 
with a variety of building sizes and styles. Parts of the core area, however, 
exhibit a certain architectural vocabulary which provide coherence . T h e 
design of building form must therefore balance the three r equ i rements of 
design as follows: 
(i) Satisfy the individual building user requi rements and express clarity as 
an individual. 
(ii) Fit into the architectural ne ighbourhood and existing site condi t ions , 
enhanc ing and complement ing the sur rounding buildings a n d space. 
(iii) Associate with the St Lucia architectural heri tage and display a unity 
with the whole campus that can be identified by the regular everyday 
campus populat ion and the wider community. 
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A certain architectural vocabulary and expression can be identified in parts 
of the campus which can be used to establish priorities for design as follows: 
(i) Central area (Great Court and surrounding buildings) 
Height Not to exceed parapet line of Forgan Smith Building 
(RL 33.93 AHD) 
Mass Homogenous , unified/vertically growing from the earth 
Facades Long unbroken walls 
Small windows 
Shaded colonnades at g round level 
Roofline Parapets 
(ii) North-West Academic Core area 
Height Maximum four storeys above natural grade of Mill Road 
Mass Continuous, blocky forms/courtyard and re-entrant plan 
shapes 
Facades Wall planes to p redomina te 
Roofline Broken roofline preferred. 
(iii) North-East Academic Core area 
Height Maximum six storeys above natural grade diminishing in 
height towards the west 
Mass Cellular, horizontal proport ion, elevated above the ground 
Facades Deeply shaded windows 
Faceted and recessed wall planes 
Maximum unbroken walls 20 metres 
Roofline Flat general ly/pi tched roofs to special e lements or 
functions 
(iv) South Academic Core area 
Height Not to exceed 12 storeys 
Higher buildings to south preferred to avoid shadowing 
academic core 
Mass Broken forms, variable wall and rooflines preferred 
Undercrofts and recessed bases where possible to "open up" 
area 
Facades Horizontal proport ions to reduce scale and apparen t height 
Deeply shaded windows 
Exposed applied sunscreens 
Roofline Broken rooflines preferred 
Exposed roof top plant and equ ipment acceptable in precinct (engineer ing 
character) 
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Extensions, Renovation, and Links to Buildings 
Additions to the built form that are extensions, external modifications, or link 
structures require all the considerations of precinct analysis and design as for 
new buildings. Careful analysis of the significance of existing architecture, 
outdoor space and site features shall be necessary as part of the precinct 
analysis. 
Separation between Buildings 
Separation distances between buildings are to ensure adequate penetration 
of natural light and air circulation to both the buildings and open space 
found by the buildings, and to reduce noise interference from building to 
building. 
Open Spaces 
The campus built form consists of 'built' and 'open space'. In simple terms 
'open space' is the unbuilt space between and around buildings. There are 
several categories of open space on the campus including those which can be 
defined as follows: 
• The perimeter open space created on the flood plain which has specific 
use areas for sport and recreation combined with connecting parkland. 
• The special environmental areas along the river bank, around the lakes 
and the Alumni teaching gardens. 
• Open park space comprising lawns, trees, shrubs and gardens, including 
the space in front of Forgan Smith, around the Central Library and 
Mayne Hall, in front of the Hartiey Teakle Building, areas along College 
Road and around Oval No. 1, which contain remnants of the original 
Eucalypti forest. 
• Courtyard spaces formed by substantial enclosure — 'the outdoor 
rooms'. 
• Street spaces formed by corridors between building edges of other 
spaces and accessways. 
Each new project contributes to the built environment comprising the campus 
academic core. Attention to the spaces between buildings is vital in this regard. 
Such spaces should be analysed to determine their potential and actual 
functional character, eg, service court, 'public address', passive recreation 
courtyard and so on. 
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Figure 21. Illustration of the extent of 'open' space between and around 
buildings. 
Bui ldings in t h e Park lands 
Materials and forms of buildings in the open spaces surrounding the built-up 
area of the University should have a functional relationship to the open spaces 
they serve, but their presence on the flood plain should be unobtrusive. 
Techniques such as material selection, design of broken forms, choice of 
colours to blend into the landscape, and integrated planting on the building 
facades would all contribute to a reduction of the impact of such buildings on 
the campus. 
Solar Access 
Access of winter sunlight to the following existing spaces must be maintained: 
Great Court 
Biological Sciences/Library Forecourt 
Union courtyards 
Glasshouses 
Space betweenJD Story (Administration building) and the Senate carpark 
Staff House lawns and terraces 
Kindergartens and childminding centres and play areas 
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Winter shadow casting studies (21 June) must be provided for new projects 
adjacent to these areas at schematic design stage. 
Detailing of spaces between buildings should reflect the intentions of the 
Urban Design Strategy regarding each precinct. Paving materials should be 
chosen for: 
• Durability 
• Colour 
• Texture 
Actual choices suggested should be approved by the University prior to 
orders being placed. 
Buildings in the parklands surrounding the Academic Core should have a 
functional relationship with the open space and be unobtrusive. 
r-jf,Z.^i 
Figure 22. The Great Court in winter invites social gathering. 
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Guideline No. 7 Places 
Places interpretation is to be related to a major activity or grouping of similar 
activities. This gives the place identity which will assist with legibility and 
convey a sense of place. The place must also have definition which will make 
the elements, patterns, structures, forms of the place discernible. Place use 
or activity can emerge or disappear over time as use and activity type 
changes. 
Precincts are defined as follows: 
Table 11: Precinct identification 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Name 
Great Court 
Campbell Place 
Commerce Hill 
Main Entrance Piazza 
(future) 
Hartley Teakle Knoll 
Staff House Road 
Chancellors Place 
Mansfield Place 
Location 
Central Academic Core 
East side of Academic Core 
North East of Academic Core 
North front of Academic Core 
North West side of 
Academic Core 
South side of Academic Core 
West Side of Academic Core 
South West side 
Use 
Academic, Social, Cultural 
Commercial, Cultural, 
Social, Students Union 
Academic, Libraries 
Cultural and Social 
Academic, Mayne Hall 
Academic 
Social, Administration, 
Transport 
Academic, Research 
The campus has previously been divided into places for a variety of reasons, 
for example: 
Services 
Academic grouping 
Building materials 
Plot ratio 
Building form. 
The boundary delineation of tiiese places all vary and lead to interpretation 
problems for the wider community activity of wayfinding and place 
identification. 
Therefore location identification will become place oriented. The campus 
consists of a number of identifiable places lying within the major spacial 
components of academic core and encircling parklands. 
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Guideline No. 8 Services Infrastructure 
Major services infrastructiu-e shall take account of the long term development 
intentions with regard to location and capacity. Coordination of services 
development shaU avoid duplication of existing distribution corridors. 
Location of inground service corridors, above ground easements for 
distribution, and plant sites for expansion shall complement the notional 
development plan. 
The site has a services infrastructure including air conditioning, chilled 
water, chemical wastes, data reticulation, telecommunication, water supply, 
irrigation, electricity, gas, stormwater, and sewerage. Detailed information on 
location of services continues to be found and the general layouts of these 
services are recorded on maps 15 to 19. These maps are a general guide only 
and detailed local investigation is recommended before any site excavation 
relating to development. 
The existing campus is a dense and complex network of underground 
services supplying an established and substantially developed campus. The 
systems need to be maintained to cope with existing demand and upgraded 
when demand increases. 
Dedicated corridors or service tunnels would assist with service reticulation 
and maintenance. This is not always possible with an established campus. The 
services reticulation planning strategy shall be guided by the proposed 
location and extent of development provided in this Site Development Plan. 
The sequence of development is uncertain beyond the current capital manage-
ment plan. Even though the sequence and phasing of construction are not 
clear, a guide master plan can be developed by studying existing infrastructure 
and assessing the needs of the proposed building development. 
The site planning requirements for services and infrastructure are: 
1. Prepare a master planning strategy incorporating all services and infra-
structure expansion and upgrading to met the long term development. 
2. Obtain design and site approval for all services installations and locations 
that will be seen (i.e., on group, on buildings, or aerial). 
3. Implement a planned approach rather than an as needed approach to 
delivery of site services and infrastructure. 
4. Ensure that site services are an early consideration in the precinct 
planning phase of development. 
5. Early planning of services shall be determined by studying existing 
infrastructure and assessing the needs of the proposed development. 
In general, service routes shall be arranged to share rights-of-way with surface 
circulation systems such as roads, walks and bicycle ways, and passageways 
between buildings. 
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Guideline No. 9 Materials and Colour 
Evolutionary departure from the fine architectural quality of stone in the 
development of the campus has produced a degree of contrast. The colours, 
materials, and forms that exist today convey the encoded information within 
the bmlt form that shall be incorporated into future built form. 
Material and colour shall be used to create a degree of coherence in the 
campus buUt form. 
The application of design theory shall create the visual perception of a group 
of buildings and the spaces between being identified as a place. 
The campus shall not be a museum of idiosyncratic architectural expressions. 
Materials and colours in the Academic Core shall be in context with the 
existing materials and colours of building surfaces nearby. 
Individual projects within the campus shall strike a cohesive balance in the 
larger urban context. 
Achieving coherence with Colour and Material 
Coherence can be obtained by limiting the n u m b e r of materials a n d colours 
particularly in an envi ronment where there is a variety of forms such as the 
St Lucia campus. 
A reference to materials and colours existing within the Academic Core is 
provided in Map 7. 
Basic building materials which provide the general reference for new 
materials illustrated are as follows: 
1. Central Area (Great Courts and Surrounds) 
Historic Core Walls 
• Sandstone 
• Concrete (Mayne Hal l / sandblas ted colour) 
• Glass in bronze coloured a luminium frames 
Roofs 
Hidden by parapets generally 
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2. North-West and West Academic Core Area 
Walls 
• Face brickwork (in context) 
• Concrete (insitu grey) 
• Glass in dark anodised frames 
• Metal cladding light colours * 
Roofs 
• If exposed — colourbond * 
3. North-East and East Academic Core Area 
Walls 
• Concrete (light coloured) 
• Face brickwork (in context) 
• Concrete masonry (white painted)* 
• Glass in bronze coloured aluminium frames 
Roofs 
• If exposed — colourbond * 
4. South Academic Core Area 
Walls 
• Concrete (Main Hall colour/insitu grey — white or off-form) 
• Face brickwork (in content) 
• Metal cladding (Hght coloured) * 
• Glass in natural anodised frames 
Roofs 
• If exposed — colourbond * 
* Colour generally to comply with Design Standards. In all cases approval 
shall be obtained at concept design stage. 
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Space between Buildings 
The major pedestrian open space hnks between entrances into the Academic 
Core and the Campus Heart and the Circular Pedestrian Street around the 
Great Court Buildings shall have a consistent colour and material theme 
linking to the character of the Great Court. This will be achieved by applying 
order and uniformity in streetscape elements such as paving, street fiirniture, 
street lighting, and signage. Refer to the Design Standards for the detailed 
requirements of these elements. 
Selection of material for a specific project is subject to normal university 
statutor}' controls to meet code requirements regarding type of construction 
allowed. Budgetary considerations will also affect material selection and 
competent architectural design should enable acceptable decisions to be 
made in specific cases. Appropriateness for purpose will be a factor in such 
considerations. 
In locating new construction within an existing precinct, great care will be 
needed to ensure the new project respects its context, especially when it is an 
"infill" project. References in the architectural design to neighbouring 
buildings should be encouraged. 
greater WTiere projects are to the periphery of the academic core, a 
responsibility exists to ensure the overall image of the University is enhanced 
by the addition of a new building. Studies of the form of the future precinct 
should be required at design stage to ensure an individual building forms a 
coherent part of an overall concept. 
Figure 23. Streetscaping in the Biosciences Court 
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Guideline No. 10 
Open Space and Landscape 
The open space and landscape character shall enhance the unique 'hill town' 
form of the academic core and siurounding parkland. 
Conservation areas shall be preserved and enhanced as flora and fauna 
refuges. Buildings shaU be prohibited in the buffer zones. 
Open Space 
The design of open space and landscape is now of major cultural and social 
significance as the campus develops to a high density environment. 
The overall concept for the open space of the St Lucia campus is stated in the 
planning principles. The open spaces provide the environment, in which 
staff, students, and the public can relax, mix, discuss ideas, and form social 
bonds. The space must also provide for the many systems that make the 
campus a functional and safe environment. 
The formation of spaces for people to relax and enjoy social interaction 
around and between buildings is an important aspect of the urban design of 
the campus. Connection between built space and open space and design at a 
human scale with amenities for human comfort and good use of landscaping 
is essential. Smaller scale elements such as kiosks, shade structures, con-
versation areas, information centres strategically placed will aid in the 
provision of a personalise and humanised environment. 
• Objectives 
• Assist in maintaining the unique character and image of the physical 
setting as a whole and the many different areas on the campus. 
• Provide a spatial relationship between built and unbuilt space that 
helps create the perception of a recognisable whole. 
• Reinforce the main entrance drive and access driveways. 
• Assist with providing a pleasant and comfortable microclimate and 
soften the visual impact of building elements. 
• Improve the sensory experiences on campus. 
To achieve these objectives, open space and landscaping at the precinct 
planning stage shall: 
• Define all external space by differentiating between streetspace, land-
scape, courtspace, special environmental space. 
• Define the functional requirements of open space. 
• Define the aesthetic and unbuilt from requirements for open space 
linking buildings. 
• Refer to landscape notes for planting schemes, plant species and 
standard landscape elements. 
• Use differing planting schemes to give identity to areas of the campus. 
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Open Space within the Academic Core 
This guideline needs to be read in conjunction with Guideline 6 Built Form 
and Guideline 9 materials and Colour. 
Open space within the Academic Core shall be an integral part of the design 
of a new or refurbished buildings. 
Open space within the Academic Core shall be developed as a linking system 
of spaces that lead back to the Great Court giving rise to legibility of space on 
campus. 
Open space within the Academic Core shall be revitalised recognising the 
characteristics essential to introduce as part of the transition to a larger 
urban form. 
Landscaping 
Landscaping of the site has reached a stage of maturity requiring main-
tenance, management, and regeneration plans. The landscaping is now a 
major asset of the campus and will require an ongoing commitment for 
preservation and funding. 
Interpretation of landscape elements needs to be expanded from the soft 
elements of plants, trees, and lawns to include the hard elements such as 
seats, lights, rubbish bins, signage, poster boards etc. 
The guidelines for development and maintenance of the campus landscape 
are included in the Landscape Notes 1986 and Design standards for 
Construction Projects BG36 landscaping. 
The three distinct landscape zones adopted by Senate in 1988 remain as 
follows; 
(i) Natural eucalypt forest 
(ii) Sweeping open park like landscape 
(iii) Developed landscape spaces between buildings 
The general objectives defined in the landscape Notes and the Landscaping 
Standard are intended to maintain design continuity and the identification of 
areas of cultural and natural significance with provision for their future 
preservation which is integral with the need to: 
(i) Create an appropriate setting for the university within its regional 
environment. 
(ii) Provide facilities which are adequate, comfortable, practical and safe. 
(iii) Provide an environment which contributes to both biological and 
visual values. 
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Themes 
'The three areas of campus landscape are identified and can be transposed 
into themes for campus development: 
a. The Unifying Theme is created by the framework of the landscape park, 
which is broadly identified by the sweeps of lawn, the encircling best of 
trees following the line of river, the soft edged lakes, and the groups of 
trees. It is a soft edged landscape, serene, comfortable, well ordered and 
informal. 
b. The Particular Themes are created by the precincts, the small spaces 
between and around the built forms surrounding the original sandstone 
faced buildings. Each precinct can develop its own landscape character, 
through design based on perception of the 'genius of the place' and the 
needs of the users. 
c. The Integrating Theme is created by the remnant trees of the eucalypt forest 
interpenetrating the campus, from the neighbouring area, softening the 
demarcation line between the campus and the neighbouring residential 
community.' 
Landscape Notes 1986. 
Important landscape and open space elements that are conveyed from the 
previous Site Development Plan and the Planning Principles for Site Develop-
ment 1998 are: 
1. Buffer Zones 
The buffer zones in the previous development plan are incorporated in 
the new plan conservation areas. Buffer zones are primarily a landscape 
area with permanent structures over one metre in height prohibited. 
Buffer zones are defined as follows; 
(i) Along College Road between the College buildings and 
Academic Core buildings maintain a minimum clear width of 
40 metres, 
(ii) Along the natural watercourse between Cromwell College, Inter-
national House, and the Academic Core linking open space from 
Acacia Park to Glasshouse Road. Maintain a minimum clear 
width of 40 metres, 
(iii) Between Union College, and the Academic Core maintain a 
minimum width of 20 metres. 
2. The Great Court remains as the 'green' heart of the campus. 
3. The axial area of the Forgan Smith Tower is terminated at the inter-
section with the centre Une of Sir Fred Schonell Drive. The intersection 
point becomes a focal point at the University entrance. 
4. The main circulation road is defined as an avenue with careful traffic 
planning and distinctive tree planting. 
5. Redefine the landscape philosophy in the pedestrian street spaces to suit 
the increased population density and movement systems. 
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Guideline No. 11 Academic Groupings 
The group of activities shall respond to functional, academic, research, 
administrative, social and cultural reqiurements. 
Groups shall determine their locational requirements by analysing all of the 
criteria including: 
relationship benefits of proximity to other functions. 
accessibility 
environmental impacts 
social impacts 
infrastructure capacity 
Map 28 shows the general arrangement of space occupied by the seven 
academic groups. 
The map shows concentration of some groups while others remain dispersed. 
Academic groups need to consider location of points for public contact in 
close proximity to circulation and access routes showm in the campus 
structure and urban design strategy. 
Faculties and departments need to have a clearly identified home base. 
Spreading departments so that they interlock with parts of other departments 
is a way of encouraging interaction between faculty staff and students from 
different departments. Over emphasis on the individuality of department can 
fragment knowledge and reduce the opportunity for interaction. 
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Guideline No. 12 Implementation 
Implementation of site development depends on three ingredients to achieve 
a successful outcome as foUows. 
1. The future state of the university and its programs is sufficiendy 
predictable or can be directed well enough to make physical planning 
worth'wiiile 
2. The university will have an abUity to carry out institutional planning in 
order to provide a rational context for physical planning. 
3. The university has the resources to implement the development process. 
Site development planning is normally projected over different time periods, 
reflecting the differing state of certainty and generality. T h e principles and 
policies in this document need to be conveyed in to the different p laning 
horizons to maintain a continuity over the longer term deve lopment of the 
St Lucia campus. Refining the different p lanning horizons will assist in the 
implementat ion of the development program and avoid the n e e d for crisis 
planning. 
The p lanning horizons regarded as appropria te for the St Lucia campus are: 
Predictable 
Planned 
D years 
10 years 
Considered 20 years 
Incorporat ing the Capital m a n a g e m e n t Plan 
Incorporat ing the general framework, Precinct 
Plans and Site Development Plan 
Incorporates a general vision and co-ordination 
of long term goals 
Funding availability and justification of physical deve lopment is an action 
controlled by the university and has to be realistically considered as part of 
the overall management of resources. 
Timing depends on the need requirements and funding availability. Needs 
can sometimes be unexpected and sudden, causing difficulty with pro longed 
approval process. This situation can be avoided with a careful considerat ion 
of all options. 
Sequencing is necessary to proceed with deve lopment in a logical, efficient 
m a n n e r with appropriate infrastructure p lann ing a n d impact assessment 
carried out to ensure success. 
This Site Development Plan is ne i ther the beg inn ing n o r the e n d of the 
p lanning process and there will be many questions unanswered and many 
beginnings to pursue. The summary of planing principles and key policies is 
a framework for guidance of further detailed p lann ing studies in the 
precincts. Principles and key policies approved by Senate are inc luded in the 
site development p lanning for St Lucia. 
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The following guidance is provided for implementation of site development: 
1. Development proposals for St Lucia require the approval of Senate. 
2. The Site Development Plan for St Lucia is the Senate approved guiding 
document to control development and compliance will ensure a logical 
and coherent development of the campus. 
3. Project design shall be preceded by precinct studies which shall analyse 
the impact of a proposal and establish specific guidelines for a 
development. 
4. The site planning process is defined in the Property and Facilities 
Quality Control Documents and in broad terms involves the following 
stages: 
(i) Prepare a precinct study in terms of the Planning Checklist 
(Appendix A) for the approval of the University. 
(ii) Incorporate a planning statement (Appendix B) based on the 
Site Development Plan and Precinct Study requirements in the 
project design brief. 
(iii) Obtain advice and agreement in principle with the Property and 
Facilities planning authorities by consultation. 
(iv) Submit for Facilities Master Planning Committee approval. 
(v) Submit for Buildings and Grounds Committee approval. 
The University of Queensland — Site Development Plan 1996 89 
Appendix A 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND PLANNING CHECKLIST 
SITE PLANNING ISSUES 
BUILDING OR SPACE 
FUNCTIONS 
LOCATION 
BUILDING HEIGHT AND 
FLOOR LEVELS 
FORM AND MATERIALS 
ORIENTATION 
FURTURE EXPANSION 
POPULATION DENSITY 
SERVICE VEHICLE ACCESS 
CARPARKING EFFECTS 
SECURITY 
ROOF SCAPE 
NOISE/VIBRATION 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
departmental uses 
central facilities 
address 
site definition 
-junctions with adjacent buildings 
- pedestrian routes 
linkages — ground levels 
clearances for vehicles 
junctions with natural grade 
views created and blocked 
obstructions to existing outlooks 
character of precinct 
relationship to adjacent buildings 
compactness/site cover 
solar access 
shadowing effects 
prevailing breezes 
natural lighting requirements 
directions of growth 
linkage potentials 
people oriented 
plant oriented 
escape requirements 
lifts and hoists 
covered unloading 
service lanes/deliveries & dock area 
garbage area & trash — industrial bin locations 
emergency vehicles access routes 
fire brigade vehicles access to sides of building 
generation of parking 
displacement existing parking 
special parking needs 
- staff requirements 
- special departmental vehicles 
- after hours parking 
- covered parking 
number and type of exits 
restricted zones in building 
after hours usage 
fenced outdoor areas 
building profile and silhouette 
roof materials 
roof access 
outdoor space potential 
internal acoustic requirements 
noise generators - internally 
- externally 
vibration generators - internally 
- externally 
90 The University of Queensland — Site Development Plan 1996 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND PLANNING CHECKLIST 
(cont) 
SITE PLANNING ISSUES 
HAZARDS I 
ELECTRO-MAGNETIC • 
RADIATION 1 
SETBACKS I 
VERTICAL CIRCULATION • 
NEW SERVICES i 
EXISTING SITE i 
TOPOGRAPHY AND TERRAIN i 
FLOOD LEVELS i 
EXISTING ROAD SYSTEM i 
GEOLOGY AND SUBSURFACE i 
CONDITIONS 1 
LANDSCAPE WORK i 
PEDESTRIAN FLOWS i 
EXISTING UNDERGROUND 
SERVICES 
SETBACKS 
VIEWS AND VISTAS 
volatile substances storage 
smoke and fume generation 
1 wastes (industrial and chemical) 
1 odours 
1 adjacent magnetic fields 
1 instrument sensitivity 
1 radiation 
1 road setbacks 
1 building to building setback 
1 main footpath setback 
1 fire escape stairs as required by Building Act 
1 lifts and stairs 
1 Telstra, Campus Data Network (computer cabling), 
water supply, sewerage, electricity 
1 service corridors 
• extent of site 
1 stormwater drainage effects 
• existing trees and shrubs 
• site levels 
I obstructions to site access 
I 1974 Flood 
• Q100 (predicted) 
I road capacity 
I flood free access 
1 linkages/blockages 
1 geological data 
1 presence of ground water 
1 was the site filled 
I shading effects 
I character 
I extent of external works 
I paving and driveway materials 
I fences and screen walls 
I major pedestrian flows 
I minor flows 
I opportunities 
I hazards 
I movement of any underground services 
required 
• road setbacks 
• building to building setbacks 
• impact on existing views and vistas 
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Appendix B 
SAMPLE FORMAT FOR PLANNING STATEMENT 
(for inclusion in Design Brief) 
PROJECT 
1. Introduction 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 
2. Planni 
2.1 
2.2 
2.3 
Background 
Objectives 
Project Delivery Method 
Existing Consultants 
ing Requirements 
Site Development Plan 
Master Plan/Precinct Study 
Other 
3. Site Details 
3.1 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7 
3.8 
3.9 
3.10 
3.11 
3.12 
3.13 
3.14 
Site Description 
Survey Information 
Existing Site Access 
3.3.1 Public Transport 
3.3.2 Vehicular Access 
3.3.3 Traffic Data 
3.3.4 Pedestrian Access 
Existing Site Services 
3.4.1 Stormwater 
3.4.2 Sewer 
3.4.3 Water 
3.4.4 Fire Services 
3.4.5 Electrical 
3.4.6 Gas 
3.4.7 Telecom 
3.4.8 Security/Dau 
Geotechnical Reports 
Site Acoustics 
Existing Buildings 
Heritage Issues 
Emergency Services Access 
Views 
Aspect and Climate 
Image 
Landscape 
Other Environmental Considerations 
4. Engineering Services/Infrastructure 
4.1 
4.2 
Waste Disposal Systems 
Engineering Services 
4.2.1 Mechanical 
4.2.2 Electrical 
4.2.3 Communications and Security 
4.2.4 Hydraulics 
4.2.5 Vertical Transportation 
4.2.6 Fire Protection 
Structural Implications 
5.1 Adjoining buildings/structures 
5.2 Future developments 
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